
	  

	  

ISU Writing Program: Specific Information 
for ENG 101.10 
ENG 101.10 is a course that has the same general content, Instructor Requirements, and Learning 
Outcomes as ENG 101.  If you are selected to teach a 101.10 course as the instructor, you will already have 
taught a regular ENG 101 course, and so should be familiar with the information about that course (although 
it never hurts to review!).  The information in this section explains only the ways ENG 101.10 differs from 101.  
It’s important information, but not lengthy. 

New M.A. students in the ISU English Studies Department work as ENG 101.10 consultants during their first 
semester at ISU, so the information about ENG 101 will be new to you.  We recommend that you familiarize 
yourself with the information about ENG 101 (section 8 of the Instructor’s Guide); however, it won’t be 
necessary for you to be entirely familiar with all of the guidelines for teachers of that course, because you’ll 
be reviewing and working with that information during your first semester here at ISU before you move into 
teaching an ENG 101 class (usually in the spring). In addition, as a consultant you’ll be receiving additional 
information and resources that are specific to your work as a consultant.  That additional information will be 
available through our Writing Program ReggieNet site (you will be enrolled in the site before you attend 
orientation).  The following section simply provides an overview of the 101.10 course, it’s place in the Writing 
Program, and some of the expectations we have for consultants and instructors. 

 
Basic Information About the Course 

 
ENG 101.10 is a course designed to cover the same material that is covered in ENG 101, but 101.10 is 
structured to provide additional assistance to students in the form of writing consultants who can work in 
small group settings and in 1-on-1 consulting sessions. 

The regular class meets 2-days a week (M-W or T-R) and is taught (like ENG 101) with a single instructor.  
But in addition to these class meetings, the students also meet in peer study groups, facilitated by M.A. 
Teaching Assistants who act as consultants for the groups.  In addition these writing consultants offer one-
on-one sessions and small group sessions for students. 

In general, 101 and 101.10 cover the same material, but the self-selected population of students who take 
101.10 have particular kinds of needs that we’ve begun to understand a bit better over the last two years.  
This means 101.10 instructors may need to make changes to their syllabi in order to accommodate the ways 
that these students need to learn. 
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2014 Changes to ENG 101.10 

 We are in the process of making changes to our ENG 101.10 course in order to improve some issues 

that instructors, students, and consultants have identified during the past semesters. Some of the 

changes are substantial, so these materials are very important – even if you have participated in 101.10 

in the past as an instructor or consultant.  

 

In order to make sure that our new, revised design succeeds, we’ll need the 101 teachers to participate 

by doing several things:  

 
1. Reading the information below 
2. Making the appropriate adjustments to your 101 syllabus (which you’ll see outlined below)  
3. Turning in a copy of your course syllabus by August 1, so we can use them in our training of the 

new consultants 
4. Facilitating the Self-Assessment with your students during the first week and a half of the 

semester (see additional handout)  
 
Once you’ve read the materials below, please contact Laurenn Jarema (101.10 Coordinator – 

ldjarem@ilstu.edu) or Joyce Walker (Writing Program Director – jwalke2@ilstu.edu) if you have any 

questions (Evan Nave will be the 101.10 Coordinator in Fall 2014 - ebnave@ilstu.edu). We are here to 

help. And please know that these changes are designed to make the experience of 101.10 (and learning 

that happens in that class) better for everyone. If you have ideas or suggestions, please let us know.  

 
About the Course 
 
ENG 101.10 is a course that is designed to cover the same material that is taught in ENG 101, but 

101.10 is structured to provide additional assistance to students in the form of writing consultants who 

can work in small study group sessions and in 1-on-1 consulting sessions.  

 

The regular class meets 2-days a week (MW or TR) and is taught (like ENG 101) with a single instructor. 

But in addition to these class meetings, the students also meet with writing consultants, who facilitate 

small study group sessions (with 8 of their classmates) during one additional hour in the week. These 

sessions will be facilitated by the consultant for the course, but consultants and students will use the 

Study Guide Form to review the teacher’s course notes and recommended areas of study for the week 

to develop topics for the consulting group to address.  In addition, students will be expected to attend at 

least 3 one-on-one consulting sessions throughout the semester, which they will schedule according to 

their own time availability.  

 

In general, 101 and 101.10 cover the same material, but the self-selected population of students who 

take ENG 101.10 have particular kinds of needs that we have begun to understand a bit better over the 
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last two years. This means 101.10 instructors may need to make changes to their syllabi in order to 

accommodate the ways that these students need to learn.    

 
About the Students 
 
Out of a total of 160 ENG 101.10 students that the Writing Program surveyed in Fall 2014, 119 of them 

said that they viewed themselves as struggling writers and had specifically selected the course over a 

regular 101 because they wanted extra help with their writing. Generally, these students respond 

affirmatively to the following statements: 

 
• Generally, I don't read independently 
• In high school, I did not do much writing 
• I have not had a chance to learn many different genres of writing—either within or outside of 

school. 
• I don’t write unless I have an assignment 
• My high school GPA was about average or below average 
• I'm unsure about the rules of writing—commas, apostrophes, and so forth 
• I've used computers, but not often for writing and revising 
• I don't think of myself as a strong writer 
• I am not all that confident about my ability to learn new kinds of writing in different setting or for 

different purposes 
• I would feel hesitant to discuss my writing with an instructor 

 
In short, the typical 101.10 student often lacks confidence in his or her ability to navigate writing, 

reading, and research situations. Because of this lack of confidence, we find that these students can be 

resistant to genre studies because they are focused on becoming more adept at what they see as 

traditional writing (which they often don’t feel they have mastered). So in their anxiety to become “better” 

writers, they can be reluctant to invest in our approach, because they perceive “learning to write a good 

paper” as a clear goal that they still need to master in order to be successful in college.  

 

We are working on a Self-Assessment (described briefly below) to help instructors and consultants 

illustrate clearly to students the value of our approach – and to help students to see and understand that 

writing tasks in college and beyond are much more varied than they might have been led to believe.  

 

We have also found that these students require instructors who are willing to be organized and explicit in 

their classroom materials and assignment sheets, as detailed as possible in keeping records of class 

activities, and flexible in terms of adopting an approach based in goodwill when interacting with 

students. It’s important to remember that the majority of the students in each section have self-selected 

based on a desire for additional assistance. They can translate this into an expectation that explanations 

will be clear and direct. This means that we need to take care to scaffold appropriately as we move into 

assignments, even though the pacing of assignments can be equivalent to an ENG 101 class.  

The Structure of ENG 101.10 Class Session and Consulting Sessions:  
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This visualization illustrates how a section of a 101.10 course schedule would appear for one week. Note 

that this chart combines a total of one instructor and one consultant. Each instructor meets with 

students twice a week, and each consultant holds 2 study group sessions which students will sign up for 

when registering for the course.   

 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 

ENG 101.10 Course 

8:00-9:15 

1st Group Study 
Session 

(9 Students and 1 
Consultant) 

8:00-8:50 

ENG 101.10 Course 

8:00-9:15 

2nd Group Study 
Session 

(9 Students and 1 
Consultant) 

8:00-8:50 

 
1. Each 101.10 class meets normally, 2-times a week, with the same 18 students. 
2. Small study group sessions of 9 students meet twice a week but each student only attends 

one session per week. 
3. Consultants will also be available for one-on-one consulting sessions each week and students 

must attend at least 3 of these sessions during the semester.   
 
Expectations for Consultants: 
 
Each new M.A. student will be assigned to a single 101.10 course for the purpose of facilitating small 

study groups. They will use the days that students are not in the 101.10 class for two 50 minute sessions 

(up to 9 students per group). Throughout the first few weeks of the semester, the consultant will facilitate 

group bonding activities during the study group sessions and require individual meetings with each 

student. Many of the issues that arose during fall 2013 were due to students and consultants feeling 

uncomfortable and awkward in the consulting sessions. By getting to know students in individual 

meetings and helping them become more comfortable with their session members, many of these issues 

could be resolved.  

 

In the Study group sessions, students and consultants will use the study guide logs created by their 

instructor to begin discussions about how the study group should proceed. After each small group study 

session, consultants will enter information from the session into a Student Activity Recording System 

that describes the attendance and focus of the session.  

 

Consultants will also sign up for 6 additional hours where they will be available in the Writing Program to 

meet with students in one-on-one sessions (we’re going to make room in the 133 space for these 
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meetings to happen).  Students will be required to sign up for at least 3 one-on-one sessions during the 

semester. Consultants will create a midterm and end of the semester attendance report for instructors.  

 
Expectations of Instructors: 
 
The ENG 101.10 sections do not represent a different workload than regular ENG 101 sessions. 

Students may require additional help (and you can provide that help as an instructor, so don’t feel as if 

the consultants are taking that responsibility from you), but you also have five fewer students (18) than 

you might have in a regular ENG 101 class. However, there are some different expectations for 

instructors teaching this course (mainly because the students have some different needs in order to be 

successful): 

 
• Organized & Detailed: The syllabus and class plan must be organized and detailed. This may 

be a change from the way that some instructors teacher their ENG 101 courses, but we have 
found that 101.10 students do not respond well when they do not feel as if they know what the 
schedule of assignments and projects will be. 

• Clear Instructions: We find that these students don’t respond well to a lack of clear 
instructions. You might work on creating instructions WITH students, and thus still have a very 
student-centered class, but once the instructions are created, they should be clearly posted and 
shared. In general, we think that student anxiety about school and about writing can manifest in 
resistance to poorly defined or justified activities. So instructors need to be aware of this, and be 
ready with strategies for helping students to feel as if they know what’s expected.   

• Explicit in your pedagogies: The “why” needs to be clear – and the relationship to the learning 
outcomes and the goals for each project need to be explicit.   

• Understanding of 101.10 Population: Instructors need to be aware of the differences in these 
students. Taking time to get to know them (and what they know about writing and do with it) can 
be even more important in this class than in ENG 101.  

• Communication: Because of the particular student population, and the complex relationships 
between consultants and instructors, confusions and miscommunications can arise in this 
course. So it’s important to share these issues with your partnered consultant in a timely and 
professional manner. We expect you all to work together to solve problems, but sometimes 
different teaching styles can really cause some miscommunications that need some extra help. 
So if problems don’t seem to be clearing up after communications among consultants and 
instructors, we expect you to come to us. We’ll then try to set up a meeting with all concerned to 
sort through things. So if you get asked to come to a meeting with other consultants and 
teachers, please don’t feel as if you’ve done anything wrong. Just be ready to work with 
everyone to solve the miscommunication.  

• Self-Assessment: More information on that below.  
• Syllabus Information: Also see below. 
• Posting Weekly Study Group Notes: Each week, you will create recommended study logs that 

document the activities in each class and provide students with tips on the concepts to study in 
the study groups. These logs could include a list of the activities and topics scheduled for the 
next week, highlighting activity that you think the study groups might want to engage in during 
their sessions. In the Study group sessions, students and consultants will use these logs to 
begin discussions about how the study group should proceed.  Instructors can also (in class) 
offer students ideas about what the study groups might want to work on. 

• Meeting with Consultants: Consultants and instructors should NOT have regular, weekly 
meetings. However, a couple of meeting times during the semester to compare notes on the 
students can be useful and should be included in your schedule.  
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Information to Include in Your Syllabus 
• Course Description 

English 101.10 is a course that is designed to provide more hands-on writing experience for 
students who decide they can benefit from extra help with writing. Students self-place into 
sections of ENG 101.10, which meets 3 days per week. The regular class sessions meet 2 days 
a week (MW or TR) and are taught by a single instructor. This course also requires at least one 
additional “group consulting” session each week, which is conducted by a separate Writing 
Consultant. Further, students are expected to make use of their relationship with the consultant 
to make individual appointments to discuss their work or get help with their work as needed. 

• Consultant Description 
You will be expected to attend a 1 hour group session with your Writing Consultant each week, 
in addition to the regular 2-times a week class. You signed up for a study group session when 
registering for ENG 101.10. You will also be expected to schedule 3 one-on-one meetings with 
your consultant throughout the semester. Both one-on-one and group sessions will be spent 
working on particular skills that are directly relevant to your course assignments and/or 
individual projects. Remember, your consultant is here to help you, but he/she is not responsible 
for your grade or for making sure you attend classes or consulting sessions.  

• Consultant Contact Info: You’ll need to add this once you’ve been assigned a consultant who 
will be working with your students. 

• Attendance Policy: The attendance policies for your course are essentially the same as for a 
regular 101 course that meets 2-days a week. For a MW or TR course: Two absences are 
unpenalized (although missing work can still be assessed). Each absence beginning with third 
receives a penalty of 1/3 of a letter grade. This means that whatever the FINAL letter grade in the 
course, it is reduced by the accrued absences. Eight absences is just slightly over 20% of the 
classes for the course, and thus results in an automatic failing grade for the course. In addition 
to this policy for regular class, absences for more than 2 of the weekly consulting sessions 
should be included in the total assessed penalties for absences in the course.  

• You will also reserve a specific percentage of your course grade for student participation in 
consulting sessions. [NOTE: We recommend 5-10% of the grade]. You can determine this grade 
based on the midterm and end of the semester reports your receive from consultants, or you 
may choose to allow consultants to assign students this portion of your course grade.  

 
GLAD (Grassroots Literate Activity Database) 
 
We are currently working on creating the GLAD, which will be a genre knowledge database that helps 

students explore and investigate their writing. The GLAD will allow participants to enter information 

about a particular kinds of writing (something they have learned – or are learning – how to do), as well as 

in-depth descriptions of literate practices. The database will also help students track their “genre 

expertise” as they explore how their understanding of writing has progressed throughout the semester, 

possibly by requiring them to reflect back on this work at the end of the semester.  

 
 
Self-Assessment 
 
In order to address and potentially diffuse some of the resistance that 101.10 students may feel in 

regards to a genre studies model, we have decided to require students to complete an assessment early 
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in the semester that asks students to articulate what they already know about writing and practice some 

of the kinds of analytical activities that will be expected of them throughout the course. In essences, we 

want to help students connect the kinds of writing they have done previously to the work we will ask 

them to do. This self-assessment has three objectives. First, the assessment will ask students to identify 

familiar genres and analyze one of these familiar genres by responding to a set of questions about the 

genre. Second, the assessment will ask students to identify several unfamiliar genres and analyze an 

unfamiliar writing situation. Finally, the assessment will ask students to create an unfamiliar genre using 

provided information and then analyze the activities and choices they made while composing their 

genre.  
  

In some 101 courses, instructors find that immediately challenging ideas about what qualifies as 

“writing” a productive strategy; however, this kind of early destabilization is not effective with students 

who have expressed a lack of confidence in their own writing. The self-assessment should work to 

stabilize some ideas about writing and writerly identities in an effort to encourage a certain level of 

confidence prior to asking students to critically examine these ideas. We expect that this assessment 

will take approximately three class sessions and can serve as an extended introduction to the class. An 

additional handout will be provided that explains the structure and expectations of the self-assessment. 

We recommend that you complete this self-assessment prior to presenting it to your students.  

 


